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Jason Shepherd, Labor - Goulburn Mulwaree 
How would you describe yourself? I'm an audience member / arts 
consumer (visual art, music, books, movies, theatre, performances etc) 
How interested are you in local Arts and Cultural activities and events in 
our region? Extremely interested 
How concerned are you about the future viability of the Arts and Cultural 
Sector in your region? Somewhat concerned 
How important is the role of Local Government in supporting local Arts 
and Cultural activities and infrastructure? Very important 
Where do you think your constituents go now to 'consume' arts & 
culture? Galleries, Theatres, Festivals, Commercial Venues 
What do you see as the opportunities for local creative makers, 
businesses and organisations over the next 3 years? Cultural Tourism, 
Public Art, Other (please specify): 
Supporting local artist including indigenous, theater, music, visual, story 
telling, etc through council supported events. In particular opening up 
Goulburn Mulwaree's nightlife with festivals, temp. closed of streets, 
cultural food markets, etc at least twice a year as part of existing or new 
events. Celebrating our indigenous, bushranger and sheep grazing heritage. 
City of light events on heritage buildings and places of import. The more I 
think the more I dream. Communicating with local creatives to see what 
they can 'create' for our community. It is a very exciting opportunity. 
What do you see as the main challenges face by Creatives in your region? 
Lack of venues and infrastructure, Insufficient access to funding, Low 
employment opportunities, Lack of resourcing by council, It is within 
council's ability to provide affordable or (dare I say it) free venues / 
promotion to local Creatives at little or no cost to the community. Venues 
are often sat empty and unused (not only in Goulburn, but most 
importantly the towns / villages). These venues need to be maintained in 
any case so we should use them as practice spaces, venues, etc. It brings life 
to our community and money to our artists. In terms of online platforms,  

networking and infrastructure we have facilities like Workspace Goulburn 
which are council owned / run and can be used to support our Creatives 
with access to computers, printers, office space, meeting rooms, etc. 
If you could attract a sum of $1 million in grant funding specifically for arts 
and culture, how would you spend it? Enhancing an existing festival, or 
creating a new one built around local indigenous, theater, and music whilst 
opening up Goulburn Mulwaree's nightlife in a festival atmosphere with 
temp. closed of streets, cultural food markets, etc at least twice a year 
including a city / town / villages of light on heritage buildings and places of 
import. Most importantly I would ask our local creatives to see what they 
can 'create' for our community and work with them. That said night festival 
sound a winner :-). 
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Daniel Strickland - Goulburn Mulwaree Council 
How would you describe yourself? I'm an audience member / arts 
consumer (visual art, music, books, movies, theatre, performances etc) 
How interested are you in local Arts and Cultural activities and events in 
our region? Extremely interested 
How concerned are you about the future viability of the Arts and Cultural 
Sector in your region? Extremely concerned 
How important is the role of Local Government in supporting local Arts 
and Cultural activities and infrastructure? Very important 
Where do you think your constituents go now to 'consume' arts & 
culture? Galleries, Theatres, Halls, Festivals, Museums, council run 
infrastructure 
We have a wonderful regional art gallery in Goulburn that I have had the 
privilege of attending numerous shows and installations. 
What do you see as the opportunities for local creative makers, 
businesses and organisations over the next 3 years? Cultural Tourism, 
Public Art, Network development across the Southern Highlands and 
Tablelands region, Capacity building though professional development 
What do you see as the main challenges face by Creatives in your region 
Insufficient access to funding? Low employment opportunities, 
Affordability of studio / practise spaces, Other (please specify): 
I feel that council does provide some support but would also like to see 
more support and opportunities for local artists, especially utilising council 
assets/buildings. 
If you could attract a sum of $1 million in grant funding specifically for 
arts and culture, how would you spend it? I would love to see local artists 
provided with opportunities for public artworks eg like the river walk 
artworks but ensure these are done by local artists from the region. 
Perhaps even have a position co-located with an org like STARTS to work 
jointly on exploring further funding oppprtunitues and development of local 
emerging artists. 

Steve Ruddell independent - Goulburn Mulwaree Council 
How would you describe yourself? - I'm a maker, creator, performer or 
arts worker 
How interested are you in local Arts and Cultural activities and events in 
our region? Very interested 
How concerned are you about the future viability of the Arts and Cultural 
Sector in your region? Very concerned 
How important is the role of Local Government in supporting local Arts 
and Cultural activities and infrastructure? Very important 
Where do you think your constituents go now to 'consume' arts & 
culture? You can pick more than one. Respondent skipped this question 
What do you see as the opportunities for local creative makers, 
businesses and organisations over the next 3 years? Network 
development across the Southern Highlands and Tablelands region, 
Capacity building though professional development 
What do you see as the main challenges face by Creatives in your region? 
Respondent skipped this question 
If you could attract a sum of $1 million in grant funding specifically for 
arts and culture, how would you spend it? 
Respondent skipped this question 
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Andy Wood - Shooters, Fishers & Farmers Party -
Goulburn Mulwaree  
How would you describe yourself? I'm a maker, creator, performer or arts 
worker 
How interested are you in local Arts and Cultural activities and events in 
our region? Extremely interested 
How concerned are you about the future viability of the Arts and Cultural 
Sector in your region? Extremely concerned 
How important is the role of Local Government in supporting local Arts 
and Cultural activities and infrastructure? Extremely important 
Where do you think your constituents go now to 'consume' arts & 
culture? You can pick more than one. Commercial venues, such as pubs 
and clubs. 
What do you see as the opportunities for local creative makers, 
businesses and organisations over the next 3 years? Network 
development across the Southern Highlands and Tablelands region 
Other (please specify): To encourage local original artists. 
What do you see as the main challenges face by Creatives in your region? 
Lack of employment opportunities. 
If you could attract a sum of $1 million in grant funding specifically for 
arts and culture, how would you spend it? 
If I had $1M to spend on Arts I would definitely expand the amount of 
opportunities for original musicians to perform. As a musician myself and a 
school music teacher for 20 years now I consistently find that the 
opportunities for local original acts to perform is paltry, particularly young 
artists. 
It’s a sad reality that local venues rarely book original musicians to perform 
unless they have already established themselves. There is no scene for 
young musicians to establish themselves by playing. The local pubs are so 
locked into employing cover bands that they never consider employing  

original artists. Some pubs won’t even book local cover bands, getting 
bookings from a Sydney agent instead. They basically want a “live jukebox” 
and don’t think they can make a buck off original music.  
Instead, original artists have to try their luck on social media. My own son 
is a very gifted musician and will commence a Bachelor Of Music in 
Performance at Sydney Conservatorium of Music next year. He’s written 
plenty of original music but could never perform it around here. And once 
he’s in Sydney why would he return here to play? He won’t bother being in 
a cover band to play country towns. And there are many other great 
musicians who leave our regional centres to study and never return 
because commercial venues won’t take a chance on them. 
A program which sponsored opportunities for local original artists to 
perform their music in established venues would be great. Sure, we can’t 
expect pubs to employ indie folk singers for Friday nights and it’s unlikely 
they’ll be interested in metal bands either. But there are plenty of upbeat 
pop, rock and dance groups and artists who are quite capable of 
entertaining a crowd and if they’re able to create a local following we could 
see a scene form.  
Perhaps I’m being unrealistic and nostalgic but I remember the days in the 
1980s when at pubs and clubs all over the state well known and up and 
coming bands and artists played regularly. It would be wonderful to try and 
change landlords' mindsets and build a great local scene in the highlands. 
That’s my honest response for a pet project. In reality, a $1M grant would 
be divided seven ways to Sunday to try and benefit as many groups as 
possible. But people really love good live music. Right at the moment, as 
tight as these bands are(and I play in a couple at times) patrons may as well 
turn on the radio. 
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Danielle Marsden-Ballard, Labor - Goulburn Mulwaree 
Council 
How would you describe yourself? I'm a maker, creator, performer or arts 
worker. I'm an audience member / arts consumer (visual art, music, books, 
movies, theatre, performances etc) 
How interested are you in local Arts and Cultural activities and events in 
our region? Very interested 
How concerned are you about the future viability of the Arts and Cultural 
Sector in your region? Very concerned 
How important is the role of Local Government in supporting local Arts 
and Cultural activities and infrastructure? Very important 
Where do you think your constituents go now to 'consume' arts & 
culture? You can pick more than one. Galleries, Theatres, Halls, Festivals,  
Museums, Commercial Venues, council run infrastructure 
In GMC we have all the above, the Goulburn Club jam sessions, and pub 
rock in The Attic at the Astor, and a big boost when the Goulburn 
Performing Arts Centre comes on line. Some of the district's Wineries also 
have arts and crafts for sale, as do the Markets in Goulburn, Belmore Park, 
Goulburn Central Public School, and at Marulan, Bungonia, and Windellema 
Markets. We also have a very slowly growing street café culture, with the 
odd street muso outside the Paragon or Centro 
What do you see as the opportunities for local creative makers, 
businesses and organisations over the next 3 years? Cultural Tourism 
Network development across the Southern Highlands and Tablelands 
region, Capacity building though professional development 
There's a quiet but fast growth in eco/agri tourism, and camping & 
farmstay hosts partnering with local artists also has a great & largely 
untapped potential 
 

What do you see as the main challenges face by Creatives in your region? 
Insufficient access to funding, Low employment opportunities, Insufficient 
training and professional development opportunities, Affordability 
of studio / practise spaces, Lack of resourcing by council 
An ongoing challenge for any cultural creative is finding the best real world, 
and on-line sites to maximise the exposure of their work to potential 
audiences & participants. eg. I had no idea there was a very talented craft 
worker just up the road from my micro ecotourism business as she mainly 
sells her work on Etsy or Instagram. I've referred her & other artist/creative 
friends to STARTs as it a great gateway to regional creatives and events 
If you could attract a sum of $1 million in grant funding specifically for 
arts and culture, how would you spend it? 
Early education is the key to changing the lives of children, their parents 
and the district. Get STARTS to use its existing networks and promote 
creative events from K-12. We are also in an increasingly complex world, 
with a destructive disconnect between the STEM disciplines which underpin 
our global civilisation. A STEMEA program connecting science technology 
engineering mathematics, Environment & Arts as the challenges ahead 
with the climate emergency, the 6th extinction, chemical pollution (& 
microplastics) and the looming global food insecurity and "climate mobility" 
as nations go under the sea, and large areas become uninhabitable with 
extreme heat and drought. With challenges like this, we urgently need 
community cohesiveness and comprehension, not division and ignorance. 
Cultural creatives, and organisations like STARTS are essential to help that 
happen 
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The following Candidates did not respond o the survey.  

FERRARA Leah 
KIRK Bob 

WURTH-CRAWFORD Anna 
MARSDEN-BALLARD Danielle 

MURRAY Warren 

SMITH Nathan  

BANFIELD, Andrew 

MILANI, Adam 

O"NEILL Margaret 

PREVEDELLO, Michael 

 

 


